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Linking the knowledge of today with the power of tomorrow 

This is our last newsletter of 2010 and it is tradition to look back on the year and see what 
we have achieved, as well as, look forward to what we would like to achieve next year. 

If nothing else, 2010 has been the year of the ontology. While the theorists were struggling 
to define what the term ontology really meant, we were struggling to come up with a term 
to describe the combination of the eOTD (ECCMA Open Technical Dictionary), the 
eDRR (ECCMA Data Requirement Registry) and the eCLR (ECCMA Classification Regis-
try). The jury is still out on the exact definition of the term ontology, however there ap-
pears to be a consensus that an ontology is used to create a òformal representation of the 
knowledge by a set of concepts within a domain and the relationships between those con-
cepts.ó Using this definition the eOTD, eDRR and eCLR together make up the ECCMA 
ontology, a combination of concepts and concept relationships used to represent (identify 
and describe) individuals, organizations, locations, goods, services, rules and regulations. 

This past year, PiLog joined ECCMA as a Charter member with the goal of creating the 
first integrated software platform, the PiLog Master Data Ontology Manager (PiLog-
MDOMÊ). Due for release in January 2011, the PiLog-MDOMÊ provides a unique appli-
cation for companies to create and manage their corporate preferred ontology as a subset 
of the ECCMA Ontology. The basic functionality allows users to select concepts from the 
eOTD to create their own corporate preferred dictionary and to request the addition of 
new concepts to the eOTD. Users can also create and manage their data requirements 
which can be exported in eOTD-i-xml format and registered in the ECCMA data require-
ment registry, as well as, manage their classifications as subsets of the UNSPSC, NSC, 
CPV, eClass or any of the many commercial or industrial classifications. 

The PiLog-MDOM is run on a central server directly synchronized with the eOTD, the 
eDRR and the eCLR. There is a 50% discount for all ECCMA members. We are happy to 
announce, NATO will be joining ECCMA as a Charter member beginning 2011. We ex-
pect to see the addition of the NATO Preferred Ontology (NPO) and the PiLog Preferred 
Ontology (PPO) created by harmonizing the dictionaries and data requirements of its com-
mercial customers. 

It is important not to slow down the addition of new terminology. More work is being 
done to link concepts because of this, the eOTD has continued to grow. While concept 
links can be registered in the eOTD, they can also be created in the corporate preferred 
ontologies, as well as, in the PiLog or NATO preferred ontologies. This puts the responsi-
bility of managing the concept links with the administrators of the ontologies. The result of 
this is that when you see the terminology associated with a concept you are going to see a 
status flag of òpreferredó for one term and definition with the others set to a status of 
òalternate,ó this reduces the perceived level of duplication in the eOTD and makes it more 
useful as a mapping solution. 
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With the new ISO 8000 contract language making its way through the approval process on both the Defense and large com-
mercial procurement side, combined with the restriction of the use of web robots to mine supplier and manufacture data. 
This upcoming year is clearly set to be the year of cataloging at source. We can expect to see a growing number of buy-side 
and sell-side catalogues mapped to the eOTD and a growing number of product and service specifications published as ISO 
8000 quality master data. 

Perhaps the most interesting development in 2010 that will have a very significant impact in 2011, is the recognition that any 
request for data can be expressed as an ISO 22745-30 data requirement. This means that every form published by an organi-
zation should rightly be ISO 8000 compliant on the grounds that data quality starts with the quality of the request for data. 
Here in the U.S., all federal government agencies must obtain a Control Number before promulgating a form that will im-
pose an information collection burden on the general public. Once obtained, approval must be renewed every three years. 
Perhaps we will soon see eOTD based ISO 8000 compliance added to the requirements for registering a form; this would 
mean that all data elements on all forms would need to be registered concepts in the eOTD. 

It is my honor and privilege to thank the ECCMA staff, Board of Directors and committees for another exceptional year. A 
special thank you to Melissa for managing the day to day operation of ECCMA, Sheron and Mani for their excellent work on 
maintaining the eOTD, U.S. Technical Advisory Group (TAG) and supporting our members, Krysten for managing mem-
bership and Dr. Radack for accepting to step in as our Chief Technical Officer and running the eOTD implementers forum. 

Last but not least, ECCMA would like to wish all of our members a very happy and prosperous New Year. Our thoughts 
turn gratefully to those who have made our progress possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Peter R. Benson, ECCMA Executive Director 

ECCMA Hosts First ISO 8000 MDQM Webinar 
On December 15th, ECCMA hosted its first ISO 8000-110:2009 Master Data Quality Manager Webinar. It was decided to 

hold this webinar because of several requests from ECCMA members and non members. Covered over one day, Peter Ben-

son introduced attendees to the benefits of being ISO 8000 certified. Following an hour break, Dr. Gerald Radack continued 

with an overview on the steps to become a Master Data Quality Manager. With this being the first webinar ECCMA has 

done, it seemed to be rather successful. ECCMA is looking into having another and also allowing other individuals interested 

to instruct these with the assistance of ECCMA.  
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