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Linking the knowledge of today with the power of tomorrow 

There is no doubt that data quality has rapidly become a key issue in most companies. I 
would like to think that it is because of the opportunity that quality data brings, but the 
reality is that when cash is tight and margins are even tighter, those that survive are those 
with good information and good information requires quality data. 

The ultimate goal of standards is to reduce costs through cooperation and it is clear that 
both ISO 22745 and ISO 8000 are having a significant effect on the market for master data 
cleaning and management. The standards are fueling dramatic growth, competition and the 
quality of the delivered product. Gone are the days where a customer would simply hand 
over hundreds of thousands of lines of data with the instructions, òplease clean the dataó; 
customers and the industry have become much more sophisticated. Just as the formats for 
the exchange of master data have become standardized, so has the process of data cleaning. 

As with any industrialized process, we are starting to see specialization and service integra-
tion. When a customer gives a data cleaning project to one company, this company will 
typically use a computer assisted process to assign a suggested class and use this to distrib-
ute the work to its own domain experts. Because of the standards, we are now seeing com-
panies distributing the work to specialized domain experts with other data cleaning compa-
nies. The result is, better utilization of industry resources, faster turn round times, higher 
quality and lower costs (faster, better and cheaper). 

The standards have made it easier for the buyer to specify data cleaning requirements, com-
pare prices and to verify the quality of the deliverable. As expected, the standards have also 
driven the development of data cleaning technology with significantly better work flow, gap 
analysis and search and match. Finally, we are starting to see the first signs that cataloging 
at source is being integrated into applications and data cleaning services, to validate or ob-
tain data from the suppliers and manufacturers as the authoritative source. 

As we approach the celebration of our tenth anniversary, at the October conference, we 
can see the developing maturity of an exciting data quality industry essentially born out of 
the creation of a rather crude and simple standard spend analysis classification. 

As the data quality industry evolves, so must ECCMA. ISO 8000 certification of Master 
Data Quality Managers (MDQMÊ), as well as software applications and service providers 
will remain at the heart of our mission. This requires that we maintain the eOTDÈ 
(ECCMA Open Technical Dictionary) but also create and maintain tools for our members 
such as the eIGRÊ (ECCMA Identification Guide Registry), eSACÊ (ECCMA Spend 
Analysis Classification) and of course our biggest challenge, eGORÊ (ECCMA Global 
Organization Registry) in support of cataloging at source. eSACÊ is a collection of inte-
grated industry specific spend analysis classifications and eGORÊ is a shared vendor mas-
ter that provides a public domain organization and location identifier, as well as the email 
address for cataloging at source requests for data. 
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From the Executive Director 
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With the challenges ahead the ECCMA Board has appointed Melissa Scheib as the ECCMA Administrative Director. I will 
remain the Executive Director and Chief Technical Officer; however I will be focusing a majority of my time consulting with 
companies working on developing, implementing and marketing data quality applications and services. The ECCMA staff, 
with the help of ECCMA members, will strive to maintain the eOTD, MDQMÊ certification process and registry, eIGRÊ, 
eSACÊ and eGORÊ in an efficient manner. 

In the final analysis, there is a fine line between developing a proprietary process in hopes of creating a monopoly or at least a 
competitive advantage or to increase market share with your competitors to share knowledge and resources that result in in-
creased overall market size and lower costs. Both models appear to work but as I look around I can see the benefits of stan-
dardization, from the keyboard I am typing on to the height of the furniture. I am also aware that there needs to be more 
than one standard (as my keyboard example demonstrates) and yes standards like any other product must evolve to stay rele-
vant. As we look forward to our next ten years we will need to continue to depend on the extraordinary commitment of EC-
CMA members, its Board of Directors and staff to ensure that ECCMA continues to be responsive to the changing needs of 
the data quality industry and continues to develop and deliver tangible benefits to ECCMA members. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Peter R. Benson, ECCMA Executive Director 

 

 

Kind Thoughts from the Newly Appointed Administrative Director 
By Melissa Scheib, Electronic Commerce Code Management Association (ECCMA)  
 
While working with ECCMA for the past 3 years I have had the pleasure to learn a great deal about the 

association, the data quality industry and itõs very supportive and active members. I am honored to be 

appointed as ECCMAõs Administrative Director and will do my best to follow through with ECCMAõs 

mission: to bring thousands of experts from around the world together, to develop and promote Inter-

national Standards for Master Data Quality.  

There are exciting things happening this year, ECCMA celebrates its 10th year as an association and we 

have our past and current members, Board of Directors and staff to thank! To complete ECCMAõs An-

niversary, we have a memorable conference planned in October; we encourage everyone to join us for 

this once in a lifetime celebration. This conference is not only designed to introduce innovative solu-

tions to data quality issues but to become acquainted, in person, with others from various companies, 

backgrounds, experiences  who share the same interest for the future and industry goals. We are thrilled 

to have most of our current Board of Directors, a couple of the original members of the Board and the 

first Executive Director of ECCMA, Yvette Thomas, join us during this monumental time.  This years 

conference will give attendees the chance to become familiarized with the new international standard 

for data quality, ISO 8000 and cataloging at source. I look forward to seeing many familiar faces and 

having the opportunity to get to know new ones. 

I am sincerely grateful to work with each and everyone one of you and I look forward to a bright and fulfilling future ahead 

of us! 

Sincerely,  

(Continued from page 1) 

Melissa Scheib appointed   

Administrative Director 

for ECCMA. 
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10th Year Anniversary of  MC CATALOGUE ð Software for NATO 
and eOTD Codification 
By Miroslav Padal²k, Division Manager, AURA, s.r.o.  
     Stanislav Rejman, eOTD Project Manager, AURA, s.r.o.  
 
MC CATALOGUE (Materiel Codification CATALOGUE) is a smart web-based tool for easy and user-friendly codifica-

tion of materiel and services according to the NATO Codification System (NCS) standards and ISO 8000 / ISO 22745 data 

quality standards.  

This year, MC CATALOGUE celebrates its 10th year anniversary of the first start of operation and first customer. It is inter-

esting to observe how this software coped with the new trends in technology, the codification processes and how it received 

worldwide primacy among codification tools for military area. 

History of MC CATALOGUE and progress in technology 
MC CATALOGUE was developed by the Czech company AURA. The first version of MC CATALOGUE (MCC) was 

completed within the scope of the ISL (Information System for Logistics) Project for the Ministry of Defence (MoD) and 

Armed Forces of the Czech Republic. Since January 1999, MC CATALOGUE is in operational use in its complete configu-

ration at the Czech NCB. 

MC CATALOGUE is a crucial module of the logistic system ISL and fully supports all ISL subðsystems and other informa-

tion systems of the MoD and Armed Forces of the Czech Republic including the missions abroad as the online connected 

part of the ISL. Today there are more than 4,500 users of the ISL. They use the software MC CATALOGUE to access more 

than 1 million items of assets that include items of supply, non-standard items, temporary items, items of intangible, immov-

able assets, etc.  

In 2004, the software MC CATALOGUE was transformed to the state-of-the-art web-based Java EE information technol-

ogy. AURA started to provide this new version as COTS (Commercial Off-The-Shelf) software in 2005. MC CATALOGUE 

became the prime tool for NATO Codification and won all transparent public tenders that AURA participated in. Significant 

progress has been made in technology during the last few years. Thus, MC CATALOGUE has always been ahead and keeps 

the position of the first-class software for NATO codification. 

For the purposes of integration with different ERP systems, new interfaces were incorporated into MC CATALOGUE in 

2006 and 2007. The most sophisticated interface was the SAP interface based on the state-of-the-art WebServices technology 

and PKI infrastructure.  

MC CATALOGUE customers benefit from the mature and rich graphical user interface and functional and technical advan-

tages of this solution. MC CATALOGUE is regularly extended with new capabilities and improved in accordance with re-
quirements based on the experience of the users.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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602 00 Brno  
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Expertise in NATO Codification 
AURA, producer of MC CATALOGUE, has gained large expertise in the area of the NATO Codification System (NCS) and 

provides comprehensive services in this area: delivery and implementation of codification software MC CATALOGUE in 

various configurations for National Codification Bureaus, the defence industry and codification agencies; training and consul-

tations regarding implementation of the NCS, establishing the NCB, etc. 

AURA was certified by the Czech NCB and Slovak NCB as a Codification Agency and is authorized to prepare draft item 

identifications (draft of the codification data) and provides the defence industry with other services connected with NATO 

Codification. 

AURA, in cooperation with the Czech NCB, Slovak NCB and University of Defence Brno, prepares and arranges the 

NATO Codification System Basic Courses for all NATO and non-NATO countries interested in NATO Codification. The 
first training course was successfully completed in 2008. Preparations for another NCS Basic Course and an NCS Advanced 

Course were commenced. 
AURA is a member of the international association AFCEA (Armed Forces Communications and Electronics Association) 

and other professional organizations. 

 

Expertise in Smart STEP Codification and eOTD 
AURA participates in the Smart STEP Codification Projects and cooperates in this area with the Group of National Direc-

tors on Codification ð Allied Committee 135 (AC/135), NCB UK, NCB USA and ECCMA (Electronic Commerce Code 

Management Association). AURA joined ECCMA in 2007. AURA is recognized as a certified ISO 8000-110:2008 Master 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

AURA was founded in 1989 and celebrates its 20th Year Anniversary this 

year. During its existence, AURA has developed and delivered many logistics 

information systems for both military and civilian area and has built up a 

stable, highly qualified and large team of experienced analysts, programmers, 

testers, configuration engineers, managers, trainers, technicians, traders and 

economists with an effectively functioning infrastructure. 
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Data Quality ManagerÊ. 

The first eOTD function (import of eOTD-r-XML) was implemented to MC CATALOGUE in 2007. Last year the new 

module package called MCC eOTD was incorporated into MC CATALOGUE. This solution was presented on several inter-

national conferences and meetings: 

¶ 1st international òISO 8000 Data Quality Conferenceó in Battle Creek (Michigan, USA), October 2008 

¶ AC/135 Seminar on ISO 8000 and ISO 22745 in Bristol (United Kingdom), November 2008 

¶ The Pacific Area Cataloguing Seminar (PACS) in Seoul (South Korea), April 2009 

¶ The Meeting of NATO Codification System (NCS) Modernization Working Group in Luxembourg, June 

2009 

AURA presented eOTD and ISO 8000 / ISO 22745 principles at several conferences. A couple are listed below: 

¶ International Defence Exhibition IDET 2009 in Brno, April 2009 

¶ International Codification Seminar CODISEM 2009 in Prague, June 2009 

This topic was also published in several articles. A few are listed below: 

¶  òImplementing eOTD in MC CATALOGUEó ð ECCMA Newsletter, October 2007 

¶ òUser-friendly software for the ISO 8000/ISO 22745 data maintenanceó ð ECCMA Newsletter, February 

2009 

¶ òModern methods of codification based on eOTDó ð brochure of conference CATE 2009, June 2009 

This year AURA joined the project òSMART STEP CODIFICATION III ó and participated in the project meeting in 

Newcastle, United Kingdom. 

The present and the future of eOTD codification in MC CATALOGUE 
MC CATALOGUE as the proven application for NCS codification has become, thanks to the integration of MCC eOTD 

modules, the bridge between defence departments and commercial industry. Users from the NCB can profit from the univer-

sal eOTD data model, which allows codification of not only òItems of Supplyó but also individuals, organizations, goods and 

services. Users from the industry again appreciate easy data exchange between producers and NCBs. In addition, eOTD stan-

dardization in the form of norms ISO 22745 and ISO 8000, reassures all users of MC CATALOGUE and MCC eOTD, that 

their data is portable, good-class and can be easily used for effective cooperation between military area and commercial 

branches.  

(Continued from page 4) 
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