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Linking the knowledge of today with the power of tomorrow 

I can get a rough measurement of the interest in ISO 8000 and the eOTD® by the number of email 
and telephone calls, as well as, the number of hits on Google. With every month that goes by, interest 
appears to be increasing, however not always from where you would expect. From its roots in the 
NATO cataloging system, we appear to be moving into a much wider arena. It is safe to say that 
today data quality clearly resonates with everyone as a general concept. What is not so clear is the 
general understanding of what quality data really is or what is its value. We can always point to the 
reduction, if not the eradication of duplicates in master data, however this is a short term issue and 
with few exceptions everyone assumes this goal has already been achieved. What appears to be 
catching peopleõs imagination is provenance, data portability and the role being played by ISO 8000.  

Of the two, data portability is clearly attracting attention at the moment. I would like to think it is 
because of our efforts in highlighting the issues surrounding proprietary metadata and data as a joint 
work, however it may have more to do with the smart phone industry and the constant barrage of 
advertising around thousands or millions of òappsó there are for the iPhoneÉ or the competing 
AndroidÉ smart phones. Larger programs are being broken into ever smaller òappsó and data from 
one app is used by another, this is data portability. The concept of a hyperlink has grown to include 
any recognizable string; an email address that contains the ò@ó symbol or numbers that contain 
spaces taken to represent telephone numbers. This is precisely what the eOTD is designed for and it 
will not be long before we see the first app that recognizes the 0161-1 prefix of eOTD concepts or 
eOTD-r-xml encoded data. The concept of data portability is very well understood and there are 
good examples all around us of data lock-in, starting with on-line banking. Data portability is a para-
digm shift, on the same scale as operating systems, that allow the separation of hardware and soft-
ware.  
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From the Executive Director 

KEY DATES:KEY DATES:KEY DATES:    

Conferences  

¶ May 9 - 13, 2011             

   ISO TC 184/SC 5 Mtg.  

   Doubletree Resort  

   N. Redington Beach, FL   

¶ May 22 -27, 2011                

ISO TC 184/SC 4 Mtg.  

   Crowne Plaza __                                           

Portland, Oregon  

¶ May 25, 2011                

Industry Day  

   Crowne Plaza __                                           

Portland, Oregon   

¶ June 27 -30, 2011            

DGIQ Conference  

   Catamaran Resort  

   San Diego, California   

¶ October 25 -27, 2011         

ECCMA 12th Annual Data    

Quality Conference  

Chateau Resort                             

Tannersville, Pennsylvania  

Meetings  

¶ May 10, 2011  

    eOTD Implements Mtg.  

    8:30 AM Conference Call  
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